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Editor's Opening
20 and 10 Years
To m ark th e  p a s s in g  o f  s p e c i a l  i n d i v i ­
d u a l s  i s  l e s s  a p p e a l in g  th a n  to  m ark th e  
a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e i r  b i r t h s ,  b u t  i t  i s  a t im e  
to  r e c o l l e c t  t h e i r  a c c o m p lis h m e n ts  and  n o te  
w i th  r e s p e c t  and  s a d n e s s  t h a t  th e y  a r e  no 
lo n g e r  w ith  u s .  1983 was t h e  t e n t h  a n n i v e r ­
s a r y  o f  th e  p a s s in g  o f  J .R .R .  T o lk i e n ,  and 
th e  t w e n t i e t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  d e a th  o f  
C .S . L e w is .
A m erican s  o v e r  30 c a n  r e c a l l  t h e  s h o c k , 
h o r r o r  and  num bing  s a d n e s s  t h a t  overw helm ed  
th e  n a t i o n  a t  t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  o f  Jo h n  F . 
K en n ed y . T h is  o v e rsh a d o w e d  a l l  o t h e r  news 
f o r  m o n th s . I t  w a sn ’ t  u n t i l  f i v e  m on ths 
l a t e r  t h a t  I  l e a r n e d  by r e a d in g  , a m a g az in e  
a r t i c l e  t h a t  C .S . L ew is had  d ie d  q u i e t l y  i n  
h i s  bed  on th e  same d a y . D i s b e l i e f ,  th e n  
s a d n e s s  came o v e r  me, f o l lo w e d  by a s t r a n g e  
f e e l i n g — a s  i f  I  had  b e e n  d e p r iv e d  o f  a p ro p ­
e r  m o u rn in g  p e r io d  f o r  a man w hose w r i t i n g  
had  had su c h  a p o w e r fu l  e f f e c t  on me. In  a 
l e t t e r  he w ro te  me i n  1959 he u rg e d  me to  
r e a d  m ore b o o k s  g e n e r a l l y .  T h is  was good 
a d v ic e  t o  a n y o n e , e s p e c i a l l y  an  a d o l e s c e n t .  
L e w is , one  o f  th e  b e s t  r e a d  men o f  t i s  c e n t u ­
r y ,  knew th e  pow er and  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  b e in g  
w e l l  r e a d ,  and  h i s  a d v ic e  s t i l l  s t a n d s .
I  l e a r n e d  o f  t h e  p a s s in g  o f  T o lk ie n  a s  I  
was woken up on a S a tu r d a y  m o rn in g  by th e  
news on th e  r a d i o .  J o l t e d  f u l l y  aw ak e , I  
c a l l e d  C .S . K ilb y  to  in fo rm  h im , h o p in g  a -  
g a i n s t  hope t h a t  he  m ig h t deny  t h e  v a l i d i t y  
o f  t h e  r e p o r t .  T h a t  e v e n in g  th e  w e s t e r in g  
sk y  a p p e a re d  re m a rk a b ly  lu m in o u s  and th e  
c l e a r  l i g h t  l i n g e r e d  lo n g ,  a s  i f  a d i s t a n t  
p o r t a l  w ere  f lu n g  w id e .  A M y th o p o e ic  S o c ie ty  
m e m o ria l s e r v i c e  w as p lanned  th a t e v e n in g .  - At 
i t  I  r e a d ,  i n  p l a c e  o f  t h e  e u lo g y ,  " L e a f  by 
N i g g l e , "  w h ich  to o k  on a new , d e e p e r  m ean in g  
f o r  t h o s e  o f  u s  g a th e r e d  t h e r e .  I t  was h a rd  
to  sa y  good bye t o  t h i s  man who had  b een  
a d o p te d  a s  a p e r s o n a l ,  g r a n d f a t h e r l y , f i g u r e  
by so  many o f  u s .  
S e v e r a l  y e a r s  ago  som eone w ro te  to  c r i t ­
i c i z e  th e  M y th o p o e ic  S o c i e ty  f o r  s tu d y in g , 
"d e a d  a u t h o r s . "  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  e x p r e s s  
t h e  i n c o m p r e h e n s i b i l i t y  I  f e l t  a t  t h i s ;  th e  
s a d n e s s  f o r  t h e  p e r s o n ,  t h e  d i s b e l i e f .  D e a th  
i s  th e  n a t u r a l  and  e v e n t u a l  l o t  f o r  u s  a l l .  
To o n ly  r e a d  " l i v i n g "  a u t h o r s  i s  an  a b s u r d ly  
l i m i t e d  v iew  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .  I n  M y th lo re  10 
(T he J .R .R .  T o lk ie n  M em o ria l I s s u e )  a l e t t e r  
was p r i n t e d  t h a t  T o lk ie n  had  w r i t t e n  t o  an 
a d m ire r  i n  w h ich  he  s a i d  The L ord  o f  th e  
R in g s  was n o t  r e a l l y  a b o u t  Pow er and  Domin­
i o n ,  b u t  a b o u t  " D e a th  and  th e  d e s i r e  f o r  
d e a t h l e s s n e s s . "  The g r a v e s to n e  o f  C .S . L ew is 
b e a r s ' t h e  q u o te  fro m  S h a k e s p e a re  "Men m ust 
e n d u re  t h e i r  g o in g  h e n c e ."
W h ile  L ew is and  T o lk ie n  a r e  gone p h y s i ­
c a l l y ,  th e  im p a c t  th e y  made r e v e r b e r a t e s  
p o w e r f u l ly  i n  c o u n t l e s s  p e o p le ,  and  s u r e l y  
w i l l  c o n t in u e  to  do so  f a r  p a s t  th e  f o r s e e -
a b l e  f u t u r e .  W a lte r  H ooper and  C h r i s to p h e r  
T o lk ie n  h av e  p e r fo rm e d  and  a r e  p e r fo rm in g  an  
a d m ir a b le  s te w a r d s h ip  i n  b r in g in g  new m a te ­
r i a l  t o  o u r  e y e s .  L ew is and Tol k ie n  a r e  n o t  
dead  u n l e s s  we i n d i v i d u a l l y  make them  so  to  
o u r s e l v e s .  L ik e  N ig g le ,  th e y  h av e  gone up 
th e  m o u n ta in  t o  lo o k  a t  a w id e r  s k y , la u g h in g  
j o y f u l l y .
The Inklings Circle
Even th o u g h  a s i m i l a r  i d e a  was p r e s e n te d  
in  an  E d i t o r i a l  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a g o , th e  
q u e s t io n  r a i s e d  re m a in s  i n  n eed  o f  a w o rk a b le  
s o l u t i o n .  What e x p r e s s io n  s h o u ld  be u se d  
when r e f e r r i n g  t o  w r i t e r s  who w ere  c o n n e c te d  
w ith  t h e  I n k l i n g s ?  B e c a u se  o f  a l a c k  o f  an 
a d e q u a te  and  a c c u r a t e  te rm  to  d e s c r i b e  t h e s e  
w r i t e r s  and  th e  p ro m in e n t I n k l i n g s ,  a num ber 
o f  l e s s  th a n  s a t i s f a c t o r y  te rm s  h av e  come 
i n t o  b e in g  and  a r e  c o n t in u in g  to  be u s e d .
The m ost p ro m in e n t o f  th e  I n k l i n g s  
i n c lu d e  C .S . L e w is , J .R .R .  T o lk ie n ,  C h a r le s  
W i l l ia m s ,  and Owen B a r f i e l d .  They d id -m e e t  
w ith  o t h e r  I n k l i n g s  ( f i f t e e n  o f  whom a r e  
l i s t e d  i n  Humphrey C a r p e n t e r ’ s The I n k l i n g s ) 
in  O x fo rd . T h e re  a r e  o t h e r  w r i t e r s  who a r e  
l i t e r a r i l y  and  s p i r i t u a l l y  c o n n e c te d  w i th  
th e m , e s p e c i a l l y  G eo rg e  M acD onald and  G .K . 
C h e s te r to n  (who p re c e e d e d  th e  I n k l i n g s  and 
had  v a r y in g  d e g r e e s  o f  i n f l u e n c e  on th em ) and 
D o ro th y  L . S a y e r s  (who was a c o n te m p o ra ry , a 
l i t e r a r y  f r i e n d  W il l ia m s ,  and  c o r d i a l  
a c q u a in t a n c e  o f  L e w is .
C e r t a i n  te rm s  o f  r e f e r e n c e  r e p e a t e d  
f r e q u e n t l y  enough  becom e u se d  a s  a m a t te r  o f  
h a b i t ,  b u t  when ex am in ed  a r e  c l e a r l y  i n a c ­
c u r a t e  o r  m i s l e a d in g .  T h e re  i s  t h e  te n d e n c y  
to d a y  to  r e f e r  t o  a l l  o f  t h e  a b o v e -m e n tio n e d  
w r i t e r s ,  p lu s  c e r t a i n  o t h e r s ,  a s  b e in g  " I n k ­
l i n g s . "  F o r e x a m p le , a -w e ll-k n o w n  p u b l i s h i n g  
com pany p ro d u c e s  a v e ry  f i n e  a n n u a l  " I n k ­
l i n g s "  c a l e n d a r ,  f e a t u r i n g  i l l u s t r a t e d  q u o te s  
o r  p a s s a g e s  from  th e  a c t u a l  I n k l i n g s ,  e s p e ­
c i a l l y  L e w is , b u t  i t  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  e a r l i e r  
w r i t e r s  who w ere  a d m ire d  by and  may h av e  
i n f l u e n c e d  th e  I n k l i n g s ,  a s  w e l l .  M acD onald 
and  C h e s t e r to n  had  d e p a r te d  t h i s  w o rld  b e f o r e  
t h e  I n k l i n g s  b eg an  to  m e e t . D o ro th y  S a y e r s  
(who p e rh a p s  from  a c e r t a i n  l i g h t  c o u ld  be 
c o n s id e r e d  an  " h o n o ra ry  I n k l i n g " )  n e v e r  a c ­
t u a l l y  a t t e n d e d  a g a t h e r i n g  o f  t h e  I n k l i n g s .  
D e s p i t e  th e  c o n n e c t io n  in  many p e o p l e 's  
m in d s , i t  i s  a m is ta k e  t o  c a l l  them  I n k l i n g s .
I f  by c a l l i n g  t h e s e  v a r io u s  w r i t e r s  
" I n k l i n g s "  one w is h e s  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  th e y  
s h a r e d  ( s p i r i t u a l l y )  a s i m i l a r  w o r ld  v ie w , 
o n e 's  c o n c lu s io n  may be d e f e n s i b l e  b u t  th e  
te rm  i t s e l f  i s  s t i l l  m i s l e a d i n g .  T h is  h o ld s  
f o r  o t h e r  te rm s  i n  u s e .  "O x fo rd  C h r i s t i a n s "  
i s  n o t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  f o r  f o u r  r e a s o n s :  n o t  a l l  
t h e  I n k l i n g s  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  O x fo rd  
( C h a r l e s  W il l ia m s  was a L o n d o n e r , th o u g h  he 
l i v e d  i n  O x fo rd  f o r  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  W orld  War 
I I ) ;  th e  te rm  p u t s  o v e r - e m p h a s is  on th e  
w r i t e r s '  r e l i g i o n ,  c r e a t i n g  an  im age  o f  c r u ­
s a d in g  e v a n g e l i s t s ;  t h e  te rm  c o u ld  be c o n ­
f u s e d  w ith  th e  "O x fo rd  M ovem ent" c o n n e c te d  
w ith  C a r d in a l  Newman i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 th  Cen­
t u r y ;  an d  O x fo rd  l a y s  c la im  to  q u i t e  a num ber
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o f  o th e r  fam ous C h r i s t i a n s  a s  w e l l .  "O xford  
Myth M a k e r s " 'i s  n o t  s p e c i f i c  en o u g h . A g a in , 
a l l  w ere n o t c o n n e c te d  w ith  O x fo rd , n o r w ere 
th e y  th e  o n ly  o n es  to  d e a l  w ith  Myth in  t h e i r  
w r i t i n g s .  " B r i t i s h '  Myth M akers" i s  even  l e s s  
s p e c i f i c - - to  th e  p o in t  o f  n e a r  m e a n in g le s s ­
n e s s .
I  p ro p o se  c a l l i n g  th e s e  w r i t e r s  th e  
" I n k l in g s  C i r c l e . ” Even th o u g h  t h i s  te rm  i s  
n o t  p e r f e c t ,  i t  i s  c l e a r e r  and l e s s  i n a c ­
c u r a t e  th a n  th e  o th e r  te rm s  d i s c u s s e d .  The 
word " c i r c l e "  i s  u sed  to  i d e n t i f y  a g roup  
bound by a common t i e ,  t h e r e f o r e  th e  " I n k ­
l i n g s  C i r c l e "  r e f e r s  b o th  to  th e  a c t u a l  I n k ­
l i n g s  and to  th e  o th e r  w r i t e r s  who a re . f r e ­
q u e n t ly  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  them . R e a d e r s '
r e a c t i o n s  to  t h i s  a r e  i n v i t e d .
Looking Ahead
I  am p le a s e d  to  r e p o r t  t h a t  s in c e  1981 
when I  resum ed th e  E d i to r s h ip  o f  M y th lo re . 
c i r c u l a t i o n  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  30%. T h is  i s  due 
in  v e ry  l a r g e  p a r t  to  th e  e n th u s ia s m  and 
s u p p o r t  by yon th e  r e a d e r s  in  p ro m o tin g  M yth- 
l o r e  , and f o r  t h i s  you h av e  my s i n c e r e  g r a t i ­
tu d e .  T h is  h a s  happened  in  s p i t e  o f  th e  
econom ic r e c e s s io n  w hich  h as  made g ro w th  more 
d i f f i c u l t .  I  hope th e  im p ro v in g  econom ic 
c o n d i t io n s  w i l l  c a u se  f u r t h e r  g ro w th , b u t 
r e l y i n g  on t h i s  i s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t .  M y th lo re  
n e e d s  a 50% i n c r e a s e ,  and l a t e r  a 100%, So 
much more can  be done to  a c h ie v e  M y th lo re 1s 
f u l l  p o t e n t i a l !  I n c r e a s e d  c i r c u l a t i o n  more 
th a n  a n y th in g  e l s e  can  b r in g  t h i s  a b o u t .  I  
am tu r n in g  to  you a s k in g  t h a t  you become 
p e r s o n a l ly  in v o lv e d  by d o in g  th e s e  t h i n g s :
1 . Use th e  e n c lo s e d  f l y e r  by p o s t in g  i t  in  
an E n g l is h  d e p a r tm e n t ,  a l i b r a r y  ( p u b l i c  
o r  a c a d e m ic ) , a book s t o r e ,  o r  o th e r  s im i­
l a r  p l a c e .  th e  f l y e r  i s  m eant f o r  p u b l i ­
c i t y  r a t h e r  th a n  a s  a p e r s o n a l  s u b s c r i p ­
t i o n  re n e w a l .  P le a s e  w r i t e  me f o r  a d d i ­
t i o n a l  c o p ie s .
2 . Show c o p ie s  o f  M y th lo re  to  th o s e  who you 
th in k  may be i n t e r e s t e d  among y o u r f r i e n d s  
and a c q u a in ta n c e s .
3 .  Ask yo u r p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  to  s u b s c r ib e ,  
e x p la in in g  why th e y  need  and sh o u ld  have 
th e  s e r v i c e  i t  p r o v id e s .
4 .  I f  you a r e  a f a c u l t y  member, r e q u e s t  in  
w r i t i n g  t h a t  y o u r i n s t i t u t i o n a l  l i b r a r y  
s u b s c r ib e  and o b ta in  back  i s s u e s .  I f  you 
know a f a c u l t y  m ember, a sk  them  to  do 
t h i s ,  (T h is  i s  n e a r ly  th e  o n ly  e f f e c t i v e  
way to  g e t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  l i b r a r y  s u b s c r i p ­
t i o n s  . )
5 .  G ive g i f t  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  to  f r i e n d s  and 
l i b r a r i e s .
6 .  I f  p o s s i b l e ,  become a B e n e f a c to r .  My
s in c e r e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  to  th o s e  who have 
done t h i s .  I f  you s u b s c r ib e  in  r e l a t i o n  
to  your p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c t i v i t y ,  you may 
d e d u c t th e  e x p e n se  from  yo u r t a x e s ,  a s  a l l  
can  f o r  d o n a t io n s  beyond th e  p r i c e  o f  
s u b s c r i p t i o n .
7 . Look f o r  a v a r i e t y  o f  ways t h a t  M y th lo re  
can  r e c e iv e  f r e e  p u b l i c i t y .  Take th e  
i n i t i a t i v e  y o u r s e l f  to  g a in  t h i s  p u b l i c i t y  
and keep  me in fo rm e d  o f  th e s e  s o u r c e s .
I  am sad  to  r e p o r t  t h a t  D avid C a l la w a y 's
s e r v i c e s  a r e  no lo n g e r  a v a i l a b l e .  H is r e ­
c e n t  ch an g e  o f  jo b  m eant l o s s  o f  a c c e s s  to  h i s  
U n iv e r s i t y  c o m p u te r . I f  we a r e  n o t  back  a t  
s q u a re  o n e , th e n  s q u a re  tw o , s in c e  we do have 
j u s t i f i e d  co lu m n s. A g a in , a h e a l th y  i n c r e a s e  
in  c i r c u l a t i o n  w ould make b o o k - s ty le  t y p e s e t ­
t i n g  a s s u r e d  on a r e g u l a r  b a s i s .
The d a te  o f  m a i l in g  o f  ea c h  i s s u e  has 
been  s l i p p i n g  s l i g h t l y  i n  th e  l a s t  y e a r  and a 
h a l f ,  m a in ly  b e c a u se  my q u a r t e r l y  v a c a t io n s ,  
w hich  I u se  p r im a r i l y  to  do a g r e a t  d e a l  o f 
E d i t o r i a l  w ork , w ere s h i f t e d  to  a l a t e r  
s c h e d u le .  The l a t e n e s s  o f  th e  l a s t  i s s u e ,  
th e  r e a s o n s  f o r  w hich  w ere e x p la in e d ,  p u t 
M y th lo re  w e l l  o u t  o f  a l ig n m e n t w ith  th e  s e a ­
s o n a l  d e s ig n a t io n  and th e m a t ic  c o lo r  o f  th e  
i s s u e s  ( iv o r y  f o r  w in t e r ,  g re e n  f o r  s p r i n g ,  
g o ld e n  y e llo w  f o r  summer, and brown f o r  a u ­
tu m n ). To b r in g  M y th lo re  i n t o  a l ig n m e n t w ith  
th e  c o r r e c t  se a so n  we have p a s se d  from  th e  
l a s t  i s s u e ,  Summer 1983 (p e rh a p s  I n d ia n  Sum­
m er) to  W in te r  1984 . T h is  w i l l  n o t  a f f e c t  
s u b s c r i p t i o n s ,  o r th e  num ber o f  c o p ie s  r e ­
c e iv e d  f o r  th e  p r i c e  o f  s u b s c r i p t i o n .
15 Years
M y th lo re  marks i t s  15 th  a n n i v e r s a r y  w i th  t h i s  
i s s u e .  The f i r s t  i s s u e  was d a te d  J a n u a ry  
1969. The c o l l a t i n g  was f i n i s h e d  on J a n u a ry  
3 r d ,  J . R .R .  T o l k i e n ' s  b i r t h d a y .  Born d u r in g  
th e  e r a  when T o lk ie n  was a f a d ,  M y th lo re  
n e v e r  in t e n d e d  to  be m ere ly  a f a d d i s h
v e h i c l e .  I t s  p u rp o se  has  been to  be a 
c r e a t i v e  b r i n g i n g  t o g e t h e r  o f  many t a l e n t s  
and i n t e r e s t s .  The v a r i e t y  o f  t h e  w r i t t e n  
w ords ,  t h e  w e a l th  of  v i s u a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ,  
and th e  i n t e n s e  and h i g h l y  in fo rm ed  
e n th u s ia s m  o f  t h e  r e a d e r s ,  a l l  make M y th lo re  
a v e ry  s p e c i a l  and u n u s u a l  p u b l i c a t i o n .  Over 
th e  span  o f  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  a g r e a t  d e a l  has  
a p p e a re d  t h a t  i s  s t i l l  f r e s h  and a p p e a l i n g .  
Back i s s u e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  a s  a s e r v i c e  to  
you, and I hope you w i l l  t a k e  a d v a n ta g e  of  
t h i s .  As E d i t o r  I am bo th  honored  and
e n r i c h e d  by t h e  e x p e r i e n c e .  I t  i s  a l a b o r ,  
n o t  f r e e d  from f r u s t r a t i o n  or  c o n t i n u i n g  
s t r u g g l e ,  b u t  above a l l  i t  i s  a l a b o r  of  
l o v e .  May th e  n e x t  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  b r in g  much 
s o l i d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i n s i g h t ,  and p l e a s u r e ,  th e  
c o n f i g u r a t i o n s  o f  which a r e  y e t  unknown.
-  Glen GoodKnight
